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1. What do the readings on homophobia and witchcraft in Ghana teach you about writing about marginalized people?
2. What is the relationship between homophobia in Global South contexts like Ghana and homophobia in Global North contexts like the US? (Reflect critically on homophobia in conservative & religious circles in the US)
3. What is the connection between witchcraft accusations in Ghana and witchcraft accusations in the Global North? (Look up material on the Salem Witch Trials to enrich your argument).
Comment on ONE of your colleagues posts.
Reflections should be 400-600 words long. Students are encouraged to comment on their colleagues’ discussion posts.


Required readings,:

 https://africasacountry.com/2019/09/witchcraft-studies 

https://pennstate.kanopy.com/product/witches-gambaga


Peer’s discussion 
Addison Dombrowiak

1. The readings on homophobia and witchcraft teach me that marginalized people in Ghana are often those who stray away from social norms or are misunderstood by the common population. When it comes to witchcraft, in particular, the action is embodied in religious behaviors and medical practices that are not commonly practiced and don’t follow the western and African normality. When writing about marginalized people, especially when it pertains to witchcraft, the idea is to understand the religious background pertaining to their actions. There are always two sides to a story and media is quick to write off things that stray away from what they personally are accustomed to. Accessibility to the media also plays an important role, as many of these Ghanaian groups practicing witchcraft or condemning homosexuality are not given all the media that we have in western culture to form valid opinions. When writing about marginalized people, I think research is extremely important about similar situations in the past and present to remain educated and to ensure that judgments and opinions are educated and accurate.
 
2. Homophobia in the Global South and the Global North does contain some similar relationships that fit into the negative idea that homosexuality is a choice or taboo that people are following. Both areas seem to find tolerance with women becoming lesbian, but find “shame” and decreased masculinity in men being gay. There is a “fetishization” of women being lesbian in both Global South and Global North, but concern about “same-sex desire among men can be attributed to the threat it poses to patriarchy and dominant notions of masculinity” (Mohammed). Many of the homophobia in both North and South come from literature or conservative, religious groups that deem homosexuality “unnatural” or “unholy.” Muslim and Islamic cultures in Africa deem homosexuality as wrong much like conservatives and Catholics do in America. Homosexuality in Ghana is deemed un-African, much as it initially was deemed unAmerican. America has thankfully worked towards creating safer spaces for LGBTQIA+ in communities but much like Ghana, it is still deemed inappropriate by certain groups due to religious beliefs.
 
3. There are also connections between witchcraft in the Global North and South. Both accusations were based on women, in particular, acting unnaturally by creating medical treatments and ideas that did not follow the normal actions of women at that time. Both also were triggered by diseases. Diseases or ailments that we misunderstood and or didn’t have a cure when inflicted on people were not treated and instead, these people were thrown into “camps” or colonies where they were forced to live. In Ghana, both men and women were accused of witchcraft as opposed to Salem where just women were accused. With both the global South and North, witchcraft was a “stigma surrounding medical issues and religious beliefs.”
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